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Geographically, Belgium, France, Italy, Portugal, Spain and Switzerland reported widespread influenza activity and Austria reported regional activity. The Czech Republic, England, Germany, the Netherlands and Slovenia reported local activity and the other 12 networks reported sporadic or no activity.
The week 4 data indicate that influenza activity increased particularly in western central Europe. The high levels of influenza activity in Spain reported in previous weeks seem to have come to an end [1].
First results for week 5 in 2005 indicate a further increase in influenza activity in western central Europe (Switzerland, Slovenia, Austria, France, and Italy), which now also seems to be affecting the northern neighbouring countries of Belgium, Germany and the Netherlands. The total number of respiratory specimens collected by sentinel physicians was 1296: 23% tested positive for influenza virus. In addition, 213 non-sentinel specimens were influenza virus positive, bringing the total number of sentinel and non-sentinel positive specimens to 507. Of the 507 positive specimens, 468 were influenza A and 39 were influenza B. A total of 177 influenza A viruses were subtyped, 154 were A(H3) (of which 67 were A(H3N2)), 23 were A(H1) [of which 12 were A(H1N1) and three were A(H1N2). This site complies with the HONcode standard f or trustworthy health inf ormation: v erif y here.
